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Subject:     "Oat-^-itting  the  Clothes  Moth".     Information  from  the  Bureau  of 
^Sntomolog'" ,  U.'S.D.A. 

Bulletin  available:     "Clothes  Ivloths  and  7neir  Control". 

The  little  cride  across  the  street  was  singing  as  I  came  up  the  winding 
path  to  her  doorwav.     The  words  of  her  song  came  floating  out  the  open  Trindo'.v. 

"In  the  spring  a  young  man's  fancy  lightly  t-orns  to  — " 

At  this  point  the  singing  stopped.     She  had  heard  my  step  on  the  porch 
and  had  come  out  to  greet  me. 

"I  didn't  mean  to  "break  into  yo^or  song,"  I  said.     "Zverr'hody  ought  to  oe 
singing  on  a  morning  like  this  and  if  the  song  is  aoout  springtime  and  young  men's 
thought  s ,  so  much  the  "better." 


It  rm 


here  are  times  when  x  t 


hink  you  are  a  "bit  sentimental,  A"ant  S 


daresay  Tennyson  was  ri^-ht.  Yo^ong  men  are  frivolous  "beings  in  spring  and  I  aare- 
say  their  fancy  does  turn  lightly  to  thoughts  of  love." 

"Tnat  ahout  yo^ong  wives  and  their  thoughts?" 

"Yo'ong  wives,  Acmt  Sa.Tim^^   seriously  turn  their  thovights  to  clothes  moths 
at  this  season.    Yesterday  I  made  a  horri'ble  discovery.     I  foiond  t-o  little  lignt 
yellowish  millers  flying  around  in  the  dark  corner  of  my  hall  closet,  right  where 
I  keep  all  ray  "best  olankets.     Then  I  knew  it  was  high  time  to  "be  up  and  at  this 
"business  of  protecting  my  possessions  from  moths.    No  ugly  little  white  worms 
are  going  to' lunch  on  my  lovely  new  "blankets,  if  I  hnow  it.    Those  claiikets  were 
all  wedding  ijresents  and  it  would  "be  like  spoiling  romance  to  have  a  hole  eaten 
in  them.    As  for  nry  winter  woolen  clothes,  they  are  going  to  "be  put  av7ay  so  care- 
fully thiat  not  even  the  most  persistent  miller  can  get  in  and  lay  eggs,  ^^'ow, 
A-unt  Sammy,  here's  where  you  come  in  the  pict^ure.     I'm  going  to  take  you  into  the 
front  room  and  seat  you  in  my  most  comfortable  chair,  and  then  you  are  going  to 

tell  me  all  you  know  ahout  moths  where  they  come  from,  what  they  like  to  eat, 

what  preventives  and  remedies  can  "be  used  for  them.     Scientific  information  is 
what  I 'm  after. " 

For  information  on  moths  and  other  household  insect  pests,  the  people  tc 
go  to  are  the  scientists  in  the  B^jreau  of  Sntomolog;/.     In  recent  years  they  have 
"been  making  investigations  of  these  destructive  insects  and,  if  you  are  interest- 
ed in  the  family  life  of  the  clothes  moth,  his  hatits,  his  history,  what  he  likes 
to  eat  and  how  he  lives,  as  well  as  the  successful  ways  of  ousting  him  from  your 
home,  you  can  read  all  ahout  it  in  the  hooklet  published  on  the  su"bject.  After 
reading  that  oulletin,  you  will  never  need  to  complain  a"bout  moth  destr^action, 
unless  you  have  "been  careless. 


-  2  - 


One  thing  I've  learned  from  those  scientists  is  that  a  lot  of  things  re- 
comrnended  for  clothes  moth  control  do  no  good  at  all.     I  used  to  believe  that  to- 
"bacco  sprinkled  anong  the  winter  woolens  would  keep  out  moths.     I  was  wrong. 
Other  housekeepers  I  know  have  recontnended  dried  lavender  flowers  and  allspice. 
Just  why  anyone  shcjld  suppose  that  moths  wO'Old  ce  disturbed  cy  such  pleasant 
odors  as  these,  I'm  sure  I  don't  know.    As  a  matter  of  fact  they  pay  no  attention 
to  any  such  remedies,    "either  are  they  bothered  by  cayenne  pepper,  powdered  s^jlI- 
phur,  salt,  bora?:,  or  eucaljnptus  or  red  cedar  leaves.     Any  housekeeper  "ho  uses 
such  weapons  to  fight  these  pests  is  depending  on  superstitions,  not  science. 
Mild  remedies  like  these  don't  work,     Extreme  remedies  like  fumigating  the  whole 
house  aren't  necessary  either.     But  there  are  effective  and  inexpensive  remed- 
ies. 

Careful  attention  to  cleaning,  brushing  and,   if  possible,   sunning  woolens 
before  storing  them  away  ,  then  packing  them  with  naphthalene  or  paradichloroben- 
zene  crystals  snd  packing  them  tigitly  in  paper  so  that  not  a  crack  is  open  will 
keep  the  clothes  safe.     That  long  word  was  paradichl-or-obenzene ,   seven  syllables 
long.     You  can  buy  it  in  crystal  form  at  any  drug  store. 

Constant  -.vatchfulness  is  necessary  in  keeping  wool  safely  away  from  these 
enemies.    !To  treatm-nt  known  to  kill  moths  already  in  fabrics  will  have  any  last- 
ing effect  in  keeping  other  clothes  moths  from  infesting  fabrics  later,  if  they 
are  left  exposed  about  the  house.     So  clean  your  woolens  before  you  put  them  away 
and  brash  and  beat  and  sun  them  to  do  awa;-'  with  any  eggs  th-at  may  have  been  hidden 
under  seams  and  hems.     Then  wrap  up  the  garments  with  several  thicknesses  of  "'un- 
broken paper  putting  some  protecting  m.aterial  inside.     ITewspaper  is  all  right  for 
wrapping  if  you  are  sure  it  is  whole,  and  that  every  edge  is  carefully  folded 
over  so  that  nothing  can  crawl  in.     Cr  pack  the  garments  in  tight  closets,  trunks 
or  chests. 

Naphthalene  in  the  form  of  flakes  or  m.oth  balls  is  a  good  remedy  to  use  in- 
side these  tigl'.t  containers.     Tnen  there  is  that  paradichlorobenzene  I  mentioned 
a  minute  ago,  eq-^al  in  effectiveness  to  naphthalene  and  used  in  the  same  way. 

TJell,  there  are  thirteen  cr  fourteen  other  remedies  recommended  cold 

storage  a  certain  but  rather  expensive  protection  and  various  gases  for  romi- 

gating  that  have  both  faults  and  virtues  and  so  forth. 

But  I  am  ahead  of  my  stcr;.-.     I  really  meant  to  start  out  by  telling  you 
about  how  the  moth  and  his  cousins,  a^onts  and  uncles  live,     I  thought  you  would 
be  interested  in  a  little  famil;-^  history-  before  we  went  on  to  battle  and  talked 
about  death-blows  for  yrang  moths  and  so  forth. 

But  never  mind,    We  can  go  back  to  the  begirjiing  now.     Shakespeare  once 
described  the  seven  ages  of  man.    Moths  go  man  one  better.     They  take  on  not  only 
different  ages  cut  different  forms  for  each  age. 

The  baby,  of  co-orse,   is  the  egg,   laid  by  the  little  miller  r:ho  flies  about. 
She  tries  to  lay  her  eggs  in  some  dark,  warm,  protected  spot  where  there  -vill  be 
plenty  of  food  for  the  3/oung  larvae  or  worm  when  it  hatches.     The  miller  itself 
never  does  any  damage.     Its  mouth  parts  are  too  iir.perfectly  developed  to  feed  at 
all,  and  the  end  aim.  of  its  life  is  simply  to  lay  eggs.    But  when  those  eggs 
hatch,  they  mean  destruction.     So  kill  the  millers  whenever  you  can. 
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The  eggs  hatch  o^^t  into  little  worms  which,  when  the;/  are  fully  grown,  are 
whitish  in  color  and  acout  half  an  inch  long.     After  these  worms  h^ve  fed  over  a 
period  of  time  the^  spin  cocoons  in  which  they  transform  into  the  pupa  stage, 
From  this  stage  thev  change  into  the  ad'jlt  moth  or  miller.     ?o-ar  stages,  hut  only 
d'oring  the  worm  stage  is  the  insect  capable  of  destroying  fahrics. 

I/'oths  have  excellent  appetites  when  the  proper  diet  is  provided  for  them. 
In  the  best  moth  families,  no  one  waits  for  a  dinner  hell  to  ring  and  eating  "be- 
tween meals  is  allo'^red  even  the  youngest  in  the  family.     In  fact,   if  food  is 
available  the  larva  can  eat  almost  constantly  without  being  worried  about  bad 
manners  or  indigestion. 

They  feed  upon  wool,  fur,  bristles,  hair,  feathers  and  all  febrics  manu- 
factured from  them.     Ihey  also  relish  dried  animal  matter  like  untreated  skins, 
or  beef  meal  as  well  as  dead  insects  including  the  dead  of  their  own  species. 
They  like  raw  wool  and  soiled  fabrics.    A  grease  spot  on  a  woolen  dress  is  a  .joy- 
ful treat.     Xnen  a,  campaign  is  waged  on  clothes  moths  in  the  home,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  they  ma;;'-  be  fo^ond  in  many  -Jinexpected  places.     There  are  the  carpets 
and  rugs,  the  stuffing  and  covering  of  upholstered  furnit"are,  dust  brushes, 
shaving  br-j.shes,  the  felts  in  pianos  and  a  long  arra}^  of  articles  which  one 
might  never  suspect  to  be  the  camping  ground  of  clothes  moths.    A  single  piece 
of  hair-stuffed  or  f eather-st-of fed  f-^urniture  may  keep  the  whole  house  well 
stocked  with  moths  for  years. 

There  is  one  consolation,  however.  Household  fabrics  or  wearing  apparel 
in  daily  or  weekly  use,  or  articles  that  are  brushed,  cleaned  or  beaten  once  or 
twice  a  month  are  almost  never  injured,  Moths  like  their  comfort,  you  see.  And 
they  are  not  happy  if  they  are  disturbed  at  meals, 

Frequent  use  of  the  vacuom  cleaner  helps  to  save  the  rugs.    Plenty  of 
s-ijuishine  and  fresh  air,  especially  in  clothes  closets,  helps  to  save  clothes. 
Careful  storing  and  cleaning  does  the  rest. 

Tomorrow  we'll  have  a  whole  family  vegetable  plate  dinner.  And,  since 
Wednesday  is  the  day  we  think  of  the  children  in  the  family,  I  have  some  tips 
to  offer  fathers.     lips  for  fathers,  but  of  interest  to  mothers  also,   I  hope. 


